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60 YEARS PROTECTING YOUR PENSION
AASRA began as Arizona Retired Teachers Association (ARTA) when organized January 9, 1957. In
1998, the name was changed to All Arizona School Retirees Association (AASRA). All retired school employees
are eligible to become members of the organization. Two precursors of the organization were in Tucson and
Maricopa County. November, 1950 in Tucson the Southern Arizona Retired Teachers Association (SARTA) was
organized. The second retired teachers association to be formed in Arizona was the Retired Teachers of
Maricopa County (RTMC). The first meeting was held November 21, 1951.

January 9, 1957 at 10 a.m. at the AEA building 3636 N. 15th Ave., Phoenix, a meeting with 41 Arizona retired
teachers was held. Dr. Ethel Andrus, founder of National Retired Teachers Association and AARP, served as an advisor
or sponsor. A long discussion followed concerning how much increase to the present $95 monthly service pension they
should designate in the bill to be put before the legislature then in session. Dr. Andrus urged $105 per month increase
for a maximum service of 30 years, or a total of $200 per month. Her recommendation was based on studies she had
made of several states having good retirement systems. The retired teachers approved introducing a bill asking for the
$105 per month increase.

The remaining time of the meeting was given over to making plans for introducing the bill and strategy
involved in getting it passed. Dr. Andrus would send factual material to all Arizona retired teachers urging
their full support to the campaign for the passage of the bill. This was done and all Arizona groups gave
outstanding support. However, after consultations with a number of loyal friends in the legislature, all
became convinced that the $105 per month per month bill’s introduction was futile, if not positively
harmful, so it ended that HB176 was introduced at a $30 increase and was passed, making the maximum
$125. The maximum of $200 was not reached until 1970, and then only for a small group of older retirees
not receiving social security.

Taken from: A History of The Retired Teachers Association 1912-1971 by John O. Grimes, Ph.D.

AASRA Still Protecting:

Legislative Day

February 15

AASRA is the only association
where the school retiree is the #1 priority

Your Pension Watchdog since 1957!

Join Us!!

AASRA Legislative Priorities
2016-2017
The Legislative Team submitted the following
legislative priorities to the AASRA State Board and
received its approval on Monday, September 26,
2016. Current team members are Joe Carter, Jerry
Holmes, Janet Fee and Don Ritchie. Our President
and President-elect attend many of the meetings.
1. Protect the defined benefit pension plan and
work to strengthen and improve the Arizona State
Retirement System. Monitor legislative or other
efforts to weaken the ASRS or other public pension
systems.

How To Contact Your Legislators
If you want to know who your State Legislators are and
how to contact them, do the following:
Via the Internet: The AZ Legislative website is new and
much easier to use! Follow the directions below and
the prompts on the website pages.
Go to the website of the State Legislature at
www.azleg.gov.
At the bottom of the Homepage, click on “Frequently
Asked Questions” OR in the color section on the
Homepage, click on the word “Members” and follow
the prompts.

2. Support anti-voucher legislation in education.
Work for increased funding for public education,
including programs that further the stated goals of
Proposition 123.

Click on “How can I determine my district and
legislator?” and follow the prompts. After entering your
complete address, the screen will show your
Congressional and Legislative Districts. Be sure to write
down these numbers!

3. Work for issues that will improve the integrity
and image of public education, including K-12 and
higher education.

If you already know your legislator’s name, click on
“Members”, then click on “Member Roster”. From this
page you can click on either House or Senate Roster.

4. Support legislation that increases the oversight
and transparency of funding for charter schools
and Empowerment Scholarship Accounts, and
legislation that limits the expansion of ESA’s.

From these roster pages, you can email any Legislator
by clicking on their name in the “Email” column. (Ex.
“Email: SALLEN” to email Sen. Sylvia Allen)

5. Work against any TABOR type legislation that
may be introduced. (TABOR stands for Taxpayer’s
Bill of Rights)
6. Work against any legislation that promotes
excessive interest rates on consumer loans, such as
payday and title loans.
7. Promote restoration and budget increases for
human services such as caregiving funds and social
services for children, seniors and families.

_____________________________________________
Why is birding better than American
politics?
On a bird the right wing and the left
wing work to lift up the center. Ken Kaufman

For those who do not use the Internet:
You will need to know your legislators’ names.
To call: Senate info desk – (602) 926-3559
House info desk – (602) 926-4221
Outside the Phoenix metro area: 1-800-352-8404
1. You can also find each Legislator’s office number in
the last column on the roster page.
Be sure to add the 602 area code when calling. Their
assistant will probably answer.
2. To write: Legislator’s Name
Arizona State Senate or House of
Representatives
Capitol Complex
1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

You can Lobby from Home

For those of you that cannot come to the Capitol on
Legislative Day, you can contact your legislators’ offices
a few days before February 15 or on February 15. If you
call, you’ll be speaking with their secretaries. If you
email, you are more likely to reach your legislator
directly. Identify you are one of their constituents, and
tell them what your concerns are (use the talking points
on our legislative priorities).
Our main priority is keeping our Defined Benefit
pensions. Stress that the ASRS is a sound pension, is
well funded and managed. Another of our main
priorities is adequate funding for public education.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call
Joe Carter, the Chair of our Legislative Team, at
(602) 206-2899, or email him at: jl.carter@yahoo.com.
We hope you’ll all come on February 15, and that our
day will be as successful as it was last year.

AASRA Welcomes DKG
(and vice versa)
This year our Legislative Awareness Day will look a little
different. Since there are a lot of Delta Kappa Gamma
members who are also AASRA members, we decided to
combine our efforts in a joint Day at the Capitol.
AASRA/DKG members Lori Good and Marilyn Duerbeck
are working with Joe Carter to secure legislators and
other elected officials to speak to our joint group in the
old Senate chambers in the Capitol Museum. Marilyn is
also hopeful that our groups will be introduced by a
Senator during their afternoon session. Since education
funding is on everyone’s mind this session, we’re hoping
to see lots of people from both groups on February 15th.
________________________________________________________

I know we can't abolish prejudice
through laws, but we can set up
guidelines for our actions by
legislation.

Belva Ann Lockwood

AASRA Legislative Day 2017
On Wednesday, February 15, your
AASRA Legislative Team will be guiding
you through AASRA Legislative Day for
the fourth year.
 Encourage you to make appointments with
your legislators for Legislative Day before the
15th, so you can meet with them to discuss our
concerns
 You must pass through a security checkpoint
to enter the House of Representatives. The
less you bring, the easier and quicker it will be
to enter.
 8:45 a.m. sharp, meet at the bell in front of the
Capitol
 Wear your AASRA red shirts or other red shirts
 Activities: (Tentative)
 Legislative Consultant update by John
Moody
 Group introduction by a state
Representative or Senator
 Register at the kiosks at the House and
Senate (Once you’re registered at the
Capitol, you can send emails from your
home commenting on different bills.)
 Visit any committees or caucuses if
meeting that day
 Lunch on your own. The cafeteria in
the basement of the House takes cash
or credit card.
 Listen to Legislators address our group
in the old Senate chambers in the
Capitol Museum (Schedule TBA)
 Meet with your legislators
Materials will be sent to every unit president and all
members of the AASRA State Board, telling you how to
contact your legislators in this packet and in this
newsletter. The packet will also have maps of the
Capitol with the parking areas, a list of AASRA
Legislative Priorities, and talking points on those
priorities that you can use when contacting your
legislators. Included also will be lists of all the senators
and state representatives with their phone numbers and
emails.
If you don’t have an AASRA shirt, call AASRA
member Mary Rogers at 623-979-3491. She can order
one for you. The shirts cost $10.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Capitol.

Our Earned Benefits:

ASRS Pension, Social Security and Medicare
On December 2nd, the ASRS financial report for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 for the fund came out.
It is funded at 77.6% based on smoothed asset value. It
is among the top 25% of public pension funds in the 50
states.
There are 204,162 active members, 222,260 inactive
members and 136,026 members who are receiving
benefits in the plan pension fund.
We need to continue to watch for changes, which may
be harmful to the fund.

Social Security

ASRS Website: www.aasrs.gov
Janet Fee, ASRS Liaison

Medicare Concerns
There are concerns regarding Medicare at the federal
level. It has been rumored
that the U. S. Congress wants
to change Medicare. Paul
Ryan, the Speaker of the
House, has developed a plan
to replace Medicare with a
voucher plan and have seniors buy their insurance with
private insurance companies. Other plans are emerging.
Also, if Congress repeals the Affordable Care Act, it will
affect Medicare. The donut hole for drugs would go
back to what it was, and seniors will pay more for their
drugs. The law requires all insurers to provide free
preventative care (including flu shots and screenings for
cancer, diabetes and other chronic diseases). If it is
repealed, these benefits will be lost.
We must watch these coming changes, so seniors won’t
be forgotten, especially those on fixed incomes.

Janet Fee

The press is a watchdog. Not an attack dog. Not a
lapdog. A watchdog. Now, a watchdog can't be right all
the time. He doesn't bark only when he sees or smells
something that's dangerous. A good watchdog barks at
things that are suspicious.
Dan Rather

Don Ritchie, the AASRS AARP Liaison, reported that
AARP is engaging in policy goals during the upcoming
healthcare debates in Washington with the new
President and Congress. While legislative action around
repeal/replacement of ACA is well underway, we
believe that the process to reach an eventful conclusion
will be lengthy. There will be multiple opportunities to
weigh in on our priorities in the replacement vehicle
over the next several months.
A more immediate concern is the direction that
Medicare reform takes in the start of the new
Congress. We believe that AARP needs to be positioned
in states and Washington, DC to influence the premium
support debate. A brief summary follows:
 Convince the President to champion traditional
Medicare.
 Educate and convince congressional caucuses
that a premium support system (voucher plans)
is politically untenable.
 Secure support from both parties.
 Encourage the Democratic minority to stay
unified against a voucher system.
 Encourage public opinion leaders to support
AARP’s position.
 Educating media, AARP members and the public
about risks of premium support and health
reform priorities.
 It is important that we avoid participating in any
not political posturing. Focus on the issues not
overly-partisan activities.

AARP Healthcare Guidance

President’s Corner
Happy 2017! I hope that your
year has gotten off to a great start
for all of you. As I approach the
end of my term as your All Arizona
School Retirees Association
President, I want to write about
a few topics that are on my mind.
The first is a topic I like to
discuss with people and hear their responses is
this: "Why I am a member of AASRA". There are
several causes I am passionate about such as
Habitat for Humanity and St. Mary's Food Bank. As
with those worthy organizations, I believe AASRA
makes a difference in the lives of Arizona retired
school personnel, who still make a difference in
each of their communities. AASRA does the work
for members at the Capital and with the Arizona
State Retirement System. AASRA works with local
units so members can enjoy their retirement even
better. That is why I became a member! I would
like to hear from every one of you why you chose
to become an AASRA member and why you
continue your membership with us.
Secondly, I want to invite you to join us for
our 4th Annual Legislative Day at the Capital in
Phoenix on February 15th 2017. We ALL need to
monitor what the Senators and Representatives
are doing and to let them know we are ALL
watching what decisions they are making for
seniors, schools, and kids! There is plenty of
information in this newsletter about what is
planned for that day. Please consider joining us on
that day!
Finally, I want to invite you to have some fun
and connect with members and friends at our
Annual Meeting/Convention, scheduled for June
6-7 at Four Points Hotel. The planning has begun
and we will have lots of fun and you will return
home all informed about our fine group. Please
stay well as winter is upon us and thanks for
listening....... Duane________________________

Educational legislation nowadays is largely in the hands
of illiterate people, and the illiterate will take good care
that their illiteracy is not made a reproach on them.
Katharine Elizabeth Fullerton Gerould

A note from your state treasurer . . . Sue Secrest

FAQ: When are AASRA dues “due”?
I am frequently asked this question. According to
our state bylaws, the AASRA membership year and
fiscal year are the same – January 1 through
December 31. In other words, 2017 dues were due
to be paid on or before January 1, 2017. Please
check your records to make sure that your dues are
current. You can submit dues to your unit
treasurer or mail them to the state office.
Just a reminder . . . you can eliminate the problem
of having to remember whether or not your dues
are current by signing up for ADD (automatic dues
deduction). A deduction of $2.50 will be made
from your monthly pension check and sent to
AASRA. You just “set it and forget it”.  Check
our website at www.aasra.org for a membership
application. Print it off, fill it out, and mail it in.
Your membership is important even if you are
unable to regularly attend monthly unit meetings.
By keeping your dues current, you empower
AASRA to continue working to protect the pension
and healthcare benefits of its members.

Around the State
Phoenix/Scottsdale Unit heard a lengthy program
by Frank Barrios author of the book The Mexicans
of Phoenix. He said the potpourri of races and
ethnic groups had generally lived in harmony until
the Southern Pacific Railroad in the late 1880s.
Kingman Unit has met for program planning for the
next two years. Current and new board members
were involved. They had a lot of success.
Long time Membership chairman, Bonnie Ford,
East Valley Unit & a past AASRA president, had to
resign from the committee. Membership has been
a priority of Bonnie for many years. She hopes to
be able to attend future conventions.

East Valley Unit had a program presented by
Josephine Levy on “Tempe Helping Neighbors”.
The Hackett House in downtown Tempe was the
place for its Christmas Tea.
Many of our members and Board members keep
working with members in the Prescott area to
“revive” or “start” a viable unit.
District 2 Vice-President Debbie Duncan and
President Duane Nelson attended the Pinal Unit
meeting in Casa Grande for a real good planning
meeting. Pinal Unit is working on getting new
officers. The December program was going to a
member’s beautifully decorated home. A spring
program will be the “Abe Lincoln” presentation.
Pima County Unit has been discussing ways to help
education students to help relieve the shortage of
teachers in the state. The unit unanimously voted
to raise the amount of their scholarship to $1500
for a U of A education student.

Lela Alston, a State Legislator
and AASRA member, was
honored by the Phoenix Union
High School District for her
long time service. She taught for
34 years in the district.
She graduated from the PUHS
district and served on its
Governing Board for years.
WOW! Way to go Lela!
Copper Center Unit met January 9 for lunch and a
guest speaker. Globe Unified School District
Superintendent Jerry Jennex spoke on the 4 day
school week, Native American student issues,
robotics club and the “Capturing Hearts,
Empowering Minds” philosophy and program being
used in classrooms.
The Legislative Team Committee has met with
ASRS Paul Matson, Pat Klein, and Nick Ponder for
the yearly update on ASRS Legislative Issues. The
team had a meeting with our legislative consultant,
John Moody to get a feel for the 2017 legislative
session.
Saguaro Unit enjoyed programs with speakers
from Expect More in Arizona and about the
Goodyear Airport. Saguaro continues its
community service for the food banks on the west
side, the Ronald McDonald House, new teachers in
west side districts, and to the Homeless Teen
organization.

At the December meeting of HASRA (Huachuca
Area School Retirees Association), Members
brought donations for the Good Neighbor Alliance.
In addition to the goods pictured, they contributed
over $1,300 in cash donations.
The Kachina Unit Christmas Auction was a big
success despite the limited numbers. The potluck
was plentiful and delicious – a wonderful variety.
The BIG news is the silent auction raised $701 for
local scholarships. Thanks to the auctioneers and
thanks for all of your contributions for the auction
and to all of those who purchased items!

Joe Carter updated
Westside members at its
January 2017 meeting on
the upcoming Legislative
session. He reminded them
about AASRA Day, February
15th at the capital.

Suzanne Cash, photo

Pima Unit is working to encourage greater
membership in AASRA. They will have articles in its
newsletter and about benefits of AASRA.

Elinor Reinschneider was the
winner of the East Valley Unit
Holiday Raffle. All the proceeds
from the raffle go to the East
Valley Scholarship Fund.
Pat Philips’, East Valley Historian and
Scholarship Chairman

In November Pima Unit honored the members who
have served in the Armed Forces. The speaker was
a member and a Vietnam veteran and author Peter
Bourret. A trip was planned to the Rossen House in
Phoenix and an excursion to Tucson’s Gaslight
Theater. Another program featured Terry Alexon
from the Arizona Securities Division on Fraud
aimed at an older population.
Restoring old buildings new uses and reviving old
uses was a subject for a Kingman Unit program.
The “House of Hops” owner talked about what had
to be done to bring a building back up to code and
in remodeling. The Christmas party was held at a
member’s home featured fun and bringing items
for the local food bank.
An elementary school class in the Madison School
District will be sponsored by the
Phoenix/Scottsdale Unit.
With over 25 years Ruth Powell, resigned as Secretary –
Treasurer of Graham-Greenlee Unit. Her excellent
work will be greatly missed.
Kachina Unit: In October League of Women Voters

gave a very uplifting talk on the election process.
The November meeting was at Red Rock State Park.
They heard a ranger talk and had a sandwich lunch at
the park.

Gila County School Superintendent, Roy Sandoval,
spoke to the Copper Center Unit. He gave his goals
and working on his aides for his term.
Awards: Many of our members do outstanding things in
and out of AASRA. Take time to nominate them.
Nominations are due April 1, 2017. Forms are
available on the AASRA website: www.aasra.org.

AASRA Scholarship Foundation
News
The AASRA Scholarship
Foundation Board welcomes
Gloria Barnett from Tucson to
the board. Her position will be
as liaison between the
Foundation and the University
of AZ. Her duties will be to
contact the university financial
department and work to secure three candidates for
the board to review and select a candidate to award a
scholarship. If an awards ceremony is conducted, Gloria
will represent AASRA. A big thank you to Ann
Stephens; she served in this position for many years.

Opening on the Scholarship Foundation Board
My term is up in 2017. My time commitment to AASRA
starting in April will be limited, as I am applying for the
position of state president in another organization.
I am looking for a replacement who is interested in
communicating with membership by sending out donor,
honoree and memorial letters and keeping records. I
will be happy to train my replacement and will continue
to serve in the position as the AASRA Parliamentarian.
Please contact me at areule@cox.net, if interested.
Alice Reule, AASRA Scholarship Foundation
Executive Secretary and NW Unit member

Donate to the AASRA Scholarship Foundation
Why donate? First of all you are contributing to a fund
which will provide scholarship assistance in the amount
of $2,000 ($2,500 in 2017) to a student usually in their
final year of teaching at one of the state universities.
Secondly, “Giving in memory of” some special who
passed on or to “honor” a family member or friend for
special events in one’s life.
In recapping the benefits, a donation to a worthwhile
cause creates that “warm fuzzy feeling” knowing that
you are impacting a college student’s life in a positive
manner. Secondly, you will receive a donation letter for
your tax purposes. Also, a letter is sent to the family
acknowledging that you made a donation.
Won’t you give to impact a future educator?

Address and Return heading.
AASRA • 16165 N. 83rd Avenue, Suite 201 • Peoria, AZ 85382-5816 • Tel: 602-262-5174 • www.aasra.org
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send your information and photos about your
Convention News
unitand members to azredsunset@cableone.net . Send in
Mark your calendar – June 6-7, 2017 is the AASRA
an email or attach as a Word document or photos in JPG
Convention at the Phoenix Four Points Sheraton.
format. The spring issue deadline is April 10.
2017 Convention Co-chairmen, Sandy Marshall and
Do it as it happens!
Barbara Kooistra, report the hotel room rates will stay at

$ 79. Confirmed speakers are Jeri Williams, Phoenix
Police Chief and Paul Matson, ASRS Executive Director.
One difference will be a change in Wednesday’s agenda.
Wednesday will begin with breakfast, an update on ASRS
from Paul Matson, a short break, then the Memorial
Service. The convention is over after the Memorial
Service. There will be no group convention lunch.
More information and a registration form will be in the
Spring Newsletter issue which should be out by May 6.

Scholarship Raffle Fundraiser
The raffle will not have dozens
and dozens of items as in the
past. Units are making gift
baskets and bringing other
higher value items. There will be
only 10 – 20 items.
Judy Weber, photo
Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5, 7 for
$10, 10 for $15, and 17 for $20.
The 50/50 raffle tickets will still be $1 or 6 for $5.
This is the biggest and only fundraiser for the Scholarship
Foundation. The scholarships go to education students –
one at each of the three state universities. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful to break last year’s amount of just over
$2000? If every member donated $10, we would have
enough funds for 3 scholarships and be able to raise the
amount given.

Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA)
is proud to partner with AASRA to
provide you a number of helpful benefits.

These benefits available through your association
include:
• Cancer coverage
• Hearing solutions
• Life Insurance
• Emergency air and ground evacuation
• Deeply discounted Restaurant.com gift cards
• Deals on electronics and other products
...and much more!
To find out more, visit
www.myAMBAbenefits.info/aasra
or call 800-258-7041.

The AASRA Newsletter is published three times a year.
AASRA, 16165 N. 83rd Avenue Suite 201, Peoria, AZ
85382-5816. President-Duane Nelson, President-elect-Roger
Tabar, Secretary-Pearl Nancarrow, Treasurer-Sue Secrest,
Co- Executive Directors-Janet Fee & Garry York,
Newsletter Editor-AnnJi Craig-Wooten. www.aasra.org
Facebook –All Arizona School Retirees Association

