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earnestly listen to your stories about kids,
grandkids, the places you’ve seen and that special
project you have.

Hi! I’m Jerry Holmes, the new
President of AASRA. I’m a
native Tucsonan who worked
in Tucson public schools for
over 30 years as a teacher and
administrator. I’ve been
retired for over six years and
each day still miss interacting
with students. However, I
have found a fresh focus in this new role for AASRA.
I am excited to be able collaborate with likeminded adults from around the state. It is an
honor, a thrill and quite humbling to take on this
new office.

In the end though, I will ask for your help. To
remain the strong voice of advocacy that we have
been for over 60 years in Arizona, AASRA needs to
grow. We need younger members to help us. We
need as many voices as we can find to stand in
unison to advocate for each and all of us. I need
you to assist me in accomplishing these goals.
Please help me as we work to strengthen the
framework of this old desert ark. Without each
other we stand alone, with each other we are a
force to reckon with.
I’m looking forward to meeting you and working with
you.
– Jerry

AASRA has several challenges in the coming year
and I spell those out in greater detail in another
article in this newsletter. But, our role in your life
remains the same as it has since our founding in
1957. AASRA is here to advocate for the well-being
of retired educators. We want to protect your
pension, provide you with stimulating activities,
advocate for public education and serve our
communities.

AASRA Meeting Dates
October 2
Board Meeting
November 27
Board Meeting
January 29
Board Meeting
April 2
Board Meeting
These AASRA Board Meetings are open to you. We
have limited meeting space, so let us know if you
will be in attendance. Contact: Executive Director –
Janet Fee at janetfee2619@cox.net or President –
Jerry Holmes at cerada68@gmail.com .

I want to hear what is on your mind and how we
can support you. I want to make sure you know
what is happening in our state that might affect
you. Please invite me to come visit with you and
others in your local unit. I’ll tell you about my two
kids, my bicycles, running, my travels and that
special piece of furniture I’m restoring. I will

Mark your calendar and save time to come to the
AASRA Convention – June 5th and 6th, 2018.
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What Do You Think?

Board meeting of the year on October 2. I want to
know what you and your colleagues wish AASRA’s
focus to be. Should advocating for your pension
still be our primary goal? How much of a voice do
you want AASRA to take in the debate about public
education funding in Arizona? Do you support
appropriating tax money in the form of vouchers
and giving it to private schools? What
opportunities for involvement in social and/or
political issues do you want AASRA to provide?
I will report the results of our goal setting efforts
and our initiatives to accomplish those goals in the
next newsletter.

When Arizona became a state in 1912 one of the
first legislative acts was to establish a pension for
teachers. Some believe we were the first state to
offer a retirement support to educators. To qualify
one had to be 60 or older and have served the state
for 25 years as a teacher. At a time when the
annual teacher’s salary was $887.44, Arizona’s
pension was quite liberal at $600 a year. However,
for the next 40 years from 1912 to 1952 that
pension remained the same - $50 a month. It was
only through the combined efforts of the Southern
Arizona Retired Teachers Association (founded
1950) and the Maricopa County Retired Teachers
(1951) that the legislature saw fit to raise pensions
to $80 a month in 1952.

During the last week of September, I will be
attending an advocacy conference in Washington,
DC sponsored by AARP/NRTA. Those organizations,
founded by Dr. Ethel Percy Andrus who also
worked to found ARTA, serve as a national
umbrella for AASRA and other Retired Teacher
Associations (RTAs). We are supported with ideas
and tools that we can utilize to spread the word in
Arizona. I will return in time for our board meeting
and I hope with fresh ideas and strategies for
making our group more effective.

Sixty years ago when the organization we today call
AASRA was founded it was called the Arizona
Retired Teachers’ Association (ARTA). ARTA was
founded because active and retired educators
were concerned about the well-being of retired
teachers and the state of public education in
Arizona. That is what our organization remains
today – a voice to advocate for all retired and soon
to retire educators in our state. Also, we continue
our role in support of public educators and the 1.2
million Arizona children in public schools.

Please take the time to tell me what is on your
mind in the weeks and months ahead. My email is
cerrada68@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing
from you.
Jerry Holmes, AASRA President

One of ARTA’s first projects was to make Social
Security participation available to teachers in
Arizona. Their success in 1958 was the start of
AASRA’s historic role of advocacy for educators.
Today there are still 13 states where teachers do
not have a pension and Social Security. Our good
fortune is due to the foresight of those that
preceded us in AASRA; they advocated for financial
security in retirement for educators. AASRA’s voice
of advocacy has been ongoing for 60 years.

A Sudden Change
Yes, in June Roger Tabar became
President of AASRA. Unexpectedly,
Roger sent a letter stating, “Due to
recent events beyond my control, I
deeply regret submission of my
resignation as President of AASRA, effective today,
Monday, August 14, 2017.
It has been an honor to work with so many wonderful
and dedicated AASRA members. . . .
I will treasure my time with AASRA and always have
fond memories. Thanks!”

I am excited to work with you as we strive to
continue AASRA’s role of advocacy. Toward that
end, I have invited Unit Presidents (or their
surrogate) along with all AASRA Vice Presidents and
Committee chairpersons to attend our first AASRA

Roger, your years of dedicated service to AASRA, is
greatly appreciated.
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Convention Awards

The Outreach Award was presented to Bob Baxter
– East Valley Unit. The Outreach Award is given to
a member who has volunteered in their community
since retirement.





Legislator of the Year Award was presented to
Arizona State Representative Heather Carter by Joe
Carter and Duane Nelson. Rep. Carter represents
District 15, which spans north Phoenix, north
Scottsdale and parts of Cave Creek. Rep. Carter, a
Republican, has served in the Arizona House since
2011. Throughout her tenure, Rep. Carter has
consistently championed health care issues, such as
relief and financial assistance for caregivers, and
advancements to public education in Arizona.









The Meritorious Award
was presented to Garry
York – Westside Unit. The
Meritorious Award is given
to an individual who at the
state level has advanced
AASRA.
Joined ASRA in 1992.
Served as Westside President from 19952000.
Served as AASRA State President in 20012003
Served as Executive Director of AASRA
Scholarship Foundation from 2003-2015
In 2003 became Executive Director of
AASRA, in 2012 became Co-Executive
Director with Janet Fee
Attempted to establish a Flagstaff Unit
which resulted in at-large members
Continues to establish recruiting
opportunities at Back to School Events



Joined AASRA in 2000 and has been a Unit caller
for 16 years
Member of the Sons of the American Revolution
which supports annual Patriotism essay contest
for AZ students
Member of the Dons of Arizona which seeks to
preserve history, etc. of AZ
Volunteers with DUET, a volunteer
transportation program for seniors

The President’s Award was given to Bonnie Ford –
East Valley Unit. President
Duane Nelson chose
Bonnie for her outstanding
work with membership
recruitment and retention
through many years. She
was AASRA president
2005-2007. It was nice to see her back to
convention after a long illness.
Katie Elgar presents the Units of Distinction
Awards.

Installation of officers

Looking Back at the “60 Years Going Strong” Convention

Convention speakers: Phoenix Police Chief, Jeri Williams; Susan Lowery, AMBA; Paul Matson, ASRS; & Jerry Holmes Dist. 6 V-P.

The photographers: Pearl Nancarrow, Terry Bagwell, Steve Poe, Margery Webb, Marge Threewit, and Maria Robledo
shared many photos with the editor. Any pictures in this newsletter about the convention could have been taken by any
one of these members. Your talents are greatly appreciated by the editor, your units, and all members. Thank you.
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Dear AASRA Members,

Time to Go

First and foremost, I want to
thank my donor, Arizona School
Retirees Association
Scholarships for the scholarship
of $2,500 in which I was
selected. This money will make
a positive impact on my upcoming academic year
of student teaching. As a student in the college of
Education at Northern Arizona University, it is my
pleasure to be able to finally put my knowledge
and skills acquired throughout the program into an
elementary classroom setting during my student
teaching this fall.

I have served on the AASRA Scholarship Foundation
Board since John Black completed the paper work
to establish the foundation.
Here’s a bit of history of how the scholarship came
to be. The idea came from a Millicent Kasun (9597) convention. It was approved at a Josephine
Bates (97-99) convention. The first scholarship of
$500 was awarded at a Dorothy Lisonbee (99-01)
convention. I feel the foundation marked a high
point in the history of AASRA.
It is amazing how many future teachers we have
helped. Special thanks to all who have donated to
the foundation over the years.

Being a daughter, wife, and a mother of four
children has made me who I am today. It has given
me the opportunity to life in a different
perspective, to strive for success and to think about
not only my children’s future but my future as well.
My drive and dedication for learning is what I
believe that makes me an exceptional candidate
for receiving this scholarship. This fall of 2017 I am
expected to begin my student teaching in an
elementary school setting, as of now, I have not
been placed but hope to be soon.

I am pleased to announce that Karen Winemiller
from the Westside Unit has agreed to take my
place on the foundation board.
- Garry York

AASRA Members Make a Difference
AASRA members are known to be generous. NAU
scholarship winners have received $21,000 since 200102; ASU- $21,500 since 2002-03 and U of A-$19,500
since 2003-04 for a total of $64,000. Because of your
generosity, this year three students received $2,500
each toward their final year of education. This is
especially helpful as many of these students are doing
their student teaching and are encouraged not to take
an outside job during their final coursework.

Once I complete my student teaching at the end of
the fall semester. I am expected to graduate with
my bachelors of science in elementary education
with an emphasis in early childhood. My goal is to
immediately begin working with students and
begin changing and impacting a student’s life one
by one. Also, help build classrooms of long life
learners, who are considered to be our future
leaders.

At the state convention in June, AASRA members
purchased $1,350 in ticket sales towards basket
drawings. These funds will be applied to the 2017-18
scholarship winners. Many members walked away with
basket winnings as some units donated more than one
basket.

Once again I will like to thank you for the
opportunity of accepting me in receiving this
award. I truly appreciate your contribution to our
education and the College of Education.
People/organizations like yours are what make
people like me feel hopeful and stronger in fighting
for an equity education for all learners and future
leaders. Thank you!
Sincerely,
(An exact copy of the writer’s note)
Yolanda Raya

A huge thank you goes to the convention committee for
their efforts in facilitating the convention and
coordinating the basket drawings. Thank you to all
AASRA members who make a difference in the lives of
future educators.
Alice Ruele, past Executive Secretary of the AASRA Scholarship
Foundation
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U of A Recipient

ASRS NEWS

Dear Ms. Marion Hoff, (Foundation contact person)
Re: All AZ School Retirees Association Scholarship

ASRS IS AN EARNED BENEFIT!
Good news! The ASRS Board now has eight
members and can do official business. There will
be two more Board meetings in 2017.

My name is Angela Martin ad I am writing to
express my deepest appreciation and gratitude for
your support. As a first-generation college student,
my journey has had many ups and downs, but with
the assistance and generosity of groups like the All
AZ Retirees Association I will persevere. I am so
excited to experience my senior year at the
University of Arizona. With your scholarship, I can
continue my studies and accomplish my goal of
graduating with my Bachelors of Science degree in
literacy, Learning & Leadership and my Bachelors if
Arts in American Indian Studies.

I do not know the final percentage of growth to the
fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. The
final report is usually released at the December
meeting.
The open enrollment for the health insurance is the
month of November. Packets are being prepared
for mailing.
AASRA’S MAIN FOCUS IS PROTECTING OUR ASRS
PENSIONS.
The ASRS is standing alone. The other three state
pension funds have been changed by the
Legislature. It has used the REASON Foundation to
help craft changes in those other pensions.

Growing up, education was an important part of
my family. My parents did all they could to ensure
that my siblings and I excelled. My aspirations of
becoming an educator stem from what I endured
during my educational career. My time at the
University of Arizona has also opened my eyes to
taking the next step in my education by going to
graduate school and earn my Ph.D. or Ed. D. in
Education.

Now there is talk about changing the Arizona State
Constitution, which protects our pension. We
must stay informed and continue to support ASRS.
We also need to continue to recruit new members.
There is strength in numbers.
AASRA HAS BEEN THE WATCHDOG FOR ASRS FOR
Janet Fee, ASRS Liaison
60+ YEARS!

Thank you once again, Ms. Hoff and All AZ School
Retirees Association for your support and BEAR
DOWN!
Best Regards,
Angela Martin

This is an exact copy of the writer’s note.

An ASU student, also, received a scholarship. We were
unable to obtain a thank you letter or picture from the
recipient. ASU does everything with a number code.
We don’t even know the recipient’s name. Last year we
got a picture but no letter. For scholarships all three
universities use numbered applications, but ASU is the
only one that does not coordinate with us for a letter
and a picture of the recipient. It makes our process so
impersonal. We just can’t personalize it for AASRA
members. Maybe another year will be different. But we
will continue to help future educators.

Your Member Benefits Include:
> Cancer Insurance > Medicare Supplement Plans
> Long-Term Care
> Emergency Transportation Plan
> Life Insurance
> Computer Discounts
> Hearing Discounts > Rental Car Discounts
> Travel Discounts > Restaurant Discounts

To find out more call 1-800-258-7041 or visit
www.myAMBAbenefits.info/aasra .
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Around the State

In the spring Huachuca Unit had Charles Bethea, a
very knowledgeable docent at the Bisbee Mining
and Historical Museum. Charles spoke on
“Diseases, Epidemics, Sanitation, Flies, and
Medicine in Early Bisbee” with accompanying
slides.

At the Copper Center Unit meeting District 8 Rep.
Thomas R. Shope, speaker pro tempore, and
Senator Frank Pratt were guests. Rep. Shope spoke
on K-12 funding and moving up the percentage“sort of like an override”. Sen. Pratt was one of 24
legislators from around the country invited to
Colorado to work on energy issues. He spoke
about different types of energy sources and how
some may be used to help schools.

East Valley Unit enjoyed these spring speakers. A
dental hygienist spoke on dental health. David
Ramirez spoke on Public Information at Sky Harbor
Aviation. The members collected 108 pieces of
underwear for I-Help.

Saguaro Unit’s September program was on ID
Theft & Scams. Many great programs are planned.
At the Westside Unit meeting Eileen Morgan
demonstrated teaching a small group of children
how to drum on a giant Japanese drum. Then she
had a dozen members come up for a fun adult
lesson. Many were amazed how calming those loud
drums were!

Debbie Duncan invited Jeanette Andriano, Shirley
Huddleston, Patti Schuyler from Pinal County Unit
to check out East Valley’s meeting. President
Sherry Sharp joins in the fun!

Enthralling Storyteller Jean Baxter, Presidio Docent
presented “Past & Present of Historic Presidio San
Agustin” at the Pima County Unit.

Westside Unit will continue Valley View Food Bank,
Murphy Mini Grants, and Scholarship projects. The
unit even donated mirrors to African villagers!

Past President Duane Nelson – Kingman Unit is
spending time with friends in Romania.

A past president of AASRA, Steve Poe, is the new
Pima County Unit president.

Kachina Unit in May had a potluck picnic and
installed officers. September’s meeting had been
carefully planned and then one speaker couldn’t
come but so and so could but something came up
for that person. It will be interesting to know what
finally happened. Haven’t we all had one of those
meetings?

Joan Andrews was a sketch artist for court
proceedings. Her drawings were used by reporters
for their newspaper articles. She often used
binoculars for better vision and detail. It was a very
interesting meeting for Kachina Unit members.

AASRA President Jerry Holmes attended an
Advocacy meeting in Washington, D.C. sponsored
by the NRTA/AARP. He met with other education
retirees from around the country and met with
several Arizona representatives advocating for
education.
The Convention had around 73 attendees, our
lowest attendance in years. We hope many more
of you will be able to attend June 5th and 6th, 2018.

San Pedro Unit met at the San Pedro Country Club
on September 15. They like to see the ducks there
and joke about them. Secretary Melinda
McKinney is traveling soon to Malaysia, Cambodia,
Vietnam and Singapore.
Keep sending your units activities, newsletters, etc.
when they happen. Thanks for your help.
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Membership is Important

Membership Begins
With Me
AASRA is inclusive of all the individuals
who are important to a student’s
education. You are encouraged to work all
year long on gaining and retaining
members for AASRA. Increased
membership provides AASRA a stronger
voice in meeting our goals.
Let’s keep membership a priority.
Remember to pay your 2018 dues before

January 1st. Sign up for automatic dues deduction
(ADD) from your ASRS pension and never be late
with your dues. Paying with cash or check is still
good.
Just don’t forget to renew!
Please send your information and photos about
your Unit and members to:
azredsunset@cableone.net .

Send items in an email or attach as a Word or
PDF document and photos in JPG format.
For the next issue send items
no later than Friday, January 12. 2018.

Do it as it happens!

The AASRA Newsletter is published three times a year.
AASRA, 16165 N. 83rd Avenue Suite 201, Peoria, AZ 853825816. President-Jerry Holmes, Secretary-Pearl Nancarrow,
Treasurer-Sue Secrest, Co- Executive Directors-Janet Fee & Garry
York, Newsletter Editor-AnnJi Craig-Wooten.
www.aasra.org
Facebook –All Arizona School Retirees Association

